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Welcome  
to Thorne
Widgery

Kevin Tong
kevin.tong@thornewidgery.co.uk 

Kevin is a Director with TW and has 
more than 30 years’ experience, 
providing financial business advice 
to companies and individual clients, 
mainly working in the Agricultural, 
Charity and Education sectors. 
Kevin aims to see his clients prosper 
through maximising their tax benefits, 
strong financial planning and making 
the most of business opportunities.

Sarah Jenkins 
sarah.jenkins@thornewidgery.co.uk

Sarah joined TW in 2010 after 
moving from the banking sector and 
is ACCA qualified. As Agricultural 
Client Manager she uses her farming 
background to look after a number 
of agricultural clients and is also 
involved in audits in both the charity 
and corporate sectors.

Welcome to the latest edition of the Thorne 
Widgery Agriculture newsletter, featuring articles 
designed to keep you up to date on key issues 
and developments affecting the sector.

Our latest edition includes a look at the fundamental 
tax changes which will affect the sale of residential 
properties from next year, news of funding for 
the world’s first ever robotic farming centre here 
in the UK and how business and agricultural 
reliefs are being used to reduce IHT bills.

We look at claims which suggest GM may make 
farming less profitable and CAP subsidies 
post-Brexit to protect the environment. 

There’s positive news for the dairy industry 
as ice cream parlours increase in popularity 
and a new report suggests the sale of second-
hand farm machinery is buoyant.

We also have a round-up of the latest issues affecting 
the agri sector including MTD and VAT filing deadlines 
and there’s news of the annual Rural Hub Advice 
Day which this year takes place on 20 November. 

We hope you find the newsletter interesting 
and informative. If you have any queries about 
any of the topics covered, or any other aspect 
of your business, please contact us.

Meet the team...
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Wendy Pullen 
wendy.pullen@thornewidgery.co.uk

Wendy started her accountancy 
career back in 1989 and her very 
first accounts preparation job 
was for a farming client. Having 
successfully passed her AAT and 
ACCA examinations, she went on to 
specialise in the agri-sector. Wendy 
joined TW in April 2014 and, as 
one of our Accounts Seniors, she 
specialises in helping all types of 
farming clients including poultry, 
dairy, arable and fruit.

George Tindale 
george.tindale@thornewidgery.co.uk

George joined us in July 2018 and 
is now studying Level 4 AAT. From 
completing A Levels in Statistics, 
Physical Education and Modern 
History, George found working 
with numbers most appealing, so 
he is now working with us in our 
Agricultural team. After researching 
many different accountants, he 
found that we were the best fit for 
him as we take on many apprentices 
who train and develop with us.

Steve Goodwin  
steve.goodwin@thornewidgery.co.uk

Steve joined the TW agricultural team 
as a data analyst. His background is 
steeped in farming and, as a third-
generation farmer, he brings with 
him a first-hand understanding of the 
challenges and opportunities that our 
agri-clients face. Steven graduated 
from Nottingham University with a 
degree in Agriculture and gained 
a Post Graduate Certificate from 
Harper Adams.

Charlotte Toon 
charlotte.toon@thornewidgery.co.uk

Charlotte joined TW in 2015 after 
five years at Santander and has 
recently become ACCA qualified. 
She deals mainly with agricultural 
clients, helping them to prepare 
their accounts and VAT. She is also 
a Xero-certified advisor and helps 
clients understand the benefits of 
cloud-based accounting, particularly 
supporting those businesses which 
needed to prepare for Making Tax 
Digital in April 2019.

Vanda Williams 
vanda.williams@thornewidgery.co.uk 

Vanda has been with TW for over 
30 years and has acquired a great 
deal of knowledge during her time 
heading up the Tax Department. 
Being an expert on trust and estate 
matters, Vanda gives respected 
advice on often complex personal 
financial affairs and is a trusted 
source of advice for many of our  
long standing clients.

Paul Turner 
paul.turner@thornewidgery.co.uk 

Paul is our in-house Truly Independent 
Financial Advisor and hold a BA 
(Hons) DipIP PFA qualification. He 
has been with TW for 3 years and 
brings with him a wealth of knowledge 
and experience spanning over 25 
years. He advises both personal and 
corporate clients on matters such as 
pensions, life assurance, investments, 
Inheritance Tax planning as well as 
business and shareholder protection.

Welcome to Thorne Widgery
thornewidgery.co.uk 03

Contact Us
01432 276 393 
info@thornewidgery.co.uk



Fundamental tax changes
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Next year sees 
fundamental tax 
changes on residential 
property sales  
Are you affected? 

However, from April next year, this 
relief will only apply if the property 
owner is in shared occupancy with 
another person who is renting, 
such as a lodger in the room of 
a house with access to shared 
areas, at the point of sale.

Where the exemption no longer 
applies, those on the higher rate 
of tax could be exposed to an 
additional £40,000 of taxable gain 
or £11,200 of tax. For couples, 
whose joint exemption is £80,000, 
this would rise to £22,400 of tax. 

This change will affect property 
owners differently depending on 
their circumstances, particularly 
‘accidental landlords’ who may 
have let their home for a short 
period before its sale, so they 
must seek expert advice at 
the earliest opportunity.

Principal 
Residence Relief
The final exemption period for 
main residence relief will also 
be reduced from 18 to just nine 
months from April 2020.

This means that homeowners 
will be exempt from paying 
Capital Gains Tax on the gains 
made in the final nine months of 
ownership, instead of the final 18 

months, as is currently the case. 

There are however no changes to 
the 36 months currently available to 
the disabled or those in a care home.

Spouses and 
Civil Partners 
Spouses and Civil Partners normally 
pay no Capital Gains Tax when 
they transfer property. This is 
because the receiving party’s period 
of ownership will be the same as 
that of the transferring spouse.

The receiving party also qualifies 
for private residence relief for any 
period before the transfer that the 
property qualified, so long as the 
property is the couple’s only or main 
residence at the time of transfer. 

However, the changes outlined 
above will ensure that the relief 
operated will reflect the reality of the 
use of the property by either spouse/ 
civil partner through the entire 
period of ownership, which may 
mean that residence relief may not 
apply for some periods depending 
on how the transfer is conducted.

These factors combined may mean 
that if you sell your home after April 
2020 you may no longer benefit from 
capital gains relief. If you are thinking 
of disposing of your own home, you 
must seek professional advice now. 

From April 2020 the rules 
surrounding capital gains on a main 
residence are changing and it may 
mean that you have to pay tax on 
the sale of your property even if it 
is currently your own residence.

After this date, fundamental changes 
to how Capital Gains Relief is 
provided could have a critical impact 
on the amount you make from the 
sale of a property – especially if 
you are a higher rate taxpayer who 
will pay Capital Gains Tax on a 
property at a rate of 28 per cent.

Letting Relief
Currently, letting relief allows 
you to sell a home potentially 
free of Capital Gains Tax 
if it has at some point:

 Been used as your only 
 or main residence

 Been wholly or partly 
 let to another person during 
 your ownership AND it was  
 your main residence at 
 some point during ownership

This relief offers an exemption on 
up to £40,000 of gains per owner 
during periods that would not 
typically benefit from the relief. 

2

1
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Robotic 
farming wins 
funding boost 
from the 
Government

New  
30-day  
rule 

Farming robots in the UK are set to get a boost as the 
Government announces the world’s first-ever agri-robotics 
centre. The centre, located at the University of Lincoln, will 
look at how robots can tend, harvest and quality control 
high-value crops with minimum human intervention.

This project will be receiving £6.3 million and is one of 13 
Government-backed projects to benefit from a share of £76 
million. This new research programme will bring together 
several experts to tackle a broad range of research challenges.

“Universities and Science Minister Chris Skidmore 
said: “Pushing the boundaries of knowledge 
and conquering innovations are what our 
universities are known for the world over.

“The Expanding Excellence in England Fund will 
support projects throughout England to master new 
and developing areas of research and industry.”

The investment, made possible through the modern Industrial 
Strategy, contributes to the Government’s commitment to 
raising public and private sector R&D spend to 2.4 per cent of 
GDP by 2027. The use of robots on a farm was up until recently 
seen as science fiction, but they are now rapidly becoming 
science fact. The majority of the world’s tractor makers are 
working on autonomous vehicles, with some already in trial 
and shown at this year’s Goodwood Festival of speed.

On a small scale, companies such as the Small Robot 
Company are working with the likes of Waitrose to 
develop smaller machines to monitor crops and soil, 
while also looking at new prototypes with the ability 
to provide pinpoint spraying of pesticides.

The Small Robot Company predicts that its technology 
will lift farmer revenues by up to 40 per cent and 
reduce costs by up to 60 per cent. With so many 
developments coming out farmers must remain 
competitive by exploring the options available to them.

Non-residents must report the 
disposal of a property (even 
where there is no tax to pay) 
within 30 days of the disposal. 
For UK residents, disposals 
are currently reported via 
annual self-assessment and 
tax will have to be paid by 
31 January of the year after 
the end of the tax year.

However, for disposals after 
5 April 2020, a 30-day period 
will apply to UK residents 
as well. This only applies 
to properties where tax is 
due on their disposal.

If the property sale is tax-
exempt (i.e. main residence) 
then the old rules will still 
apply. This is likely to have a 
significant impact on people 
disposing of second homes. 

If the new rules sound 
complicated, don’t worry – 
we’re here to help. Call our 
team now and we will explain 
whether the new regime 
could affect you and help 
you consider your options.



Tax reliefs help 
farming families 
save millions 
A new report has found that a 
significant proportion of the UK’s 
Business Relief goes to those with 
more than £1 million in assets.

The figures released by Tax 
Justice UK found that 234 wealthy 
families shared £458 million in tax 
relief in the 2015-16 year thanks 
to Inheritance Tax breaks via 
Business Relief. The group said 
that this accounted for almost 80 
per cent of the total Business Relief 
given in that financial tax year. 

However, it’s not just the super-
wealthy who are able to benefit 
from business relief. Many farming 
families who have worked hard to 
build their farming business, often 
over a number of generations, 
can also use Business Relief to 
significantly reduce the value 
of a business or its assets 
when working out how much 
Inheritance Tax has to be paid.

Any ownership of a business, or 
share of a business, is included 
in the estate for Inheritance Tax 
purposes, but families can benefit 
from Business Relief of either 50 
per cent or 100 per cent on some of 
an estate’s business assets, which 
can be passed on while the owner 
is still alive or bequeathed in a Will. 

The scheme allows individuals 
to claim relief on property and 
buildings, unlisted shares and 
machinery.

The same report also revealed 
that 261 families owning more than 
£1 million in agricultural property 
and assets shared £208 million 
in Agricultural Relief in 2015/16, 
which accounted for 62 per cent of 
the total relief given out that year. 

Agricultural Relief also allows 
families to pass on some agricultural 
property free of Inheritance Tax. 
In January, figures produced by 
HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) 
revealed around £2billion is claimed 
annually in Inheritance Tax reliefs.

The Office of Tax Simplification 
has recently published its 
recommendations about changes 
to the UK’s Inheritance Tax 
regime, including proposals 
which could affect the future 
treatment of Business Property 
Relief. This ongoing debate about 
future changes, alongside the 
complexities of Inheritance Tax 
could potentially impact your estate. 

At Thorne Widgery, our tax 
experts can ensure that you 
only pay the tax that you need 
to on your hard earned money. 
We can conduct a full tax review 
of your business and personal 
finances to ensure that your tax 
burden is minimised. To find 
out more, please contact us. 

Tax relief helps farming families
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Fears grow over GM 
thornewidgery.co.uk 07

Fears grow that GM 
could make farming 
less profitable
The Organic Farmers & Growers 
(OF&G) are calling on the 
Government to consider the wider 
implications before supporting the 
introduction of genetically modified 
(GM) crops to UK agriculture.

The Government is being urged 
to consider the wider implications 
before supporting the introduction 
of GM to UK agriculture. In the 
UK, no GM crops are currently 
grown commercially but the new 
Government led by Boris Johnson 
has said it will ‘liberate’ the bio-
science sector from current GM rules 
to develop blight-resistant crops.

The Prime Minister said he wants 
the UK to ‘develop the blight-
resistant crops that will feed the 
world.’ However, the OF&G is calling 
for more research on the impacts 
of GM before it is introduced.

UK 
agricultural 
output is 
equivalent to 
just a tenth 
of the USA’s 
and only 2% 
of Chinese 
agricultural 
output.

77 per cent 
of farmers 
would 
use GM 
technology 
if it was 
available 
to them. 
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There call comes after a recent 
Twitter poll showed that 77 per cent 
of farmers would use GM technology 
if it was available to them. 

Many see the benefits that it may 
offer including better resistance 
to pests and diseases, as well 
as drought resistance, which is 
becoming a growing concern 
considering the growing evidence 
of climate change. According to the 
OF&G, who certify over 50 per cent 
of UK organic land, despite these 
advantages, GM could make UK 
farm businesses ‘less profitable’.

Roger Kerr, chief executive of 
the group, said: “The economic 
issues with GM relate to scale and 
market access. If UK agriculture 
adopts GM, then farmers will 
find they have to bring their costs 
of production in line with GM 
producers in the USA and China.

“UK agricultural output is equivalent 
to just a tenth of the USA’s and 
only 2% of Chinese agricultural 
output - the differences in scale 
are huge. And post-Brexit, we’ll be 
competing in global markets with 
some of the largest agricultural 
operations in the world.

“Also, some EU markets may be 
closed to GM products, so assuming 
a trade deal can be agreed, these 
higher margin opportunities will be 
closed to UK producers,” he added.

In terms of using GM to produce 
more food to feed a growing 
population, the OF&G said policies 

should instead look at the issue of 
food waste, as around half the food 
produced is currently wasted.

 “Feeding the world is not an 
agricultural problem, it’s a political 
one. People shouldn’t be misled 
by believing we need to produce 
more food,” Mr Kerr added. 

“The political focus should be 
on significant revenues lost 
from discarded food that should 
be flowing back to farms.”
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Hazel Watkins 
The Coop 

hall, I found getting out and about 
vital for talking to other parents and 
sharing those new parent anxieties. 
And there is no one better to share 
these, than with those going through 
the exact same worries, especially 
with a cup of coffee and a piece 
of cake in hand. I wanted to add 
to the wonderful things that our 
beautiful county offers and use our 
farm as a place for children and 
their families to come and enjoy. 

“Nestled in our farm, The Coop is 
a renovated farm building. It offers 
a Café, indoor play area, a baby 
room, a plentiful supply of open 
ended toys and an abundance of 
outdoor space that children and 

5 years in the making, The Coop 
has been open just a couple of 
months but already Hazel Watkins 
is getting great reviews. Located 
at her family’s poultry and arable 
farm in Kingstone, Herefordshire, 
Hazel’s own experience has been 
the driver in getting this idea off 
the ground, as she explains:

“Ever since my first bleary eyed 
trips with baby Kitty, visiting lovely 
village hall after not so lovely village 

their families are free to roam. “It 
is wonderful that we can give our 
customers a little view into our 
farm and the freedom, enjoyment 
and mindfulness that it brings.”

Why call it The Coop? 6 years ago, 
Hazel’s husband Will decided to 
diversify from the arable side of 
the farm and begin poultry farming. 
So what better name than one to 
continue with the poultry theme 
than through Hazel’s own business 
diversification… The Coop! 

Hazel had always wanted to start 
her own business and her passion 
for working with children, along 
with her skills from previously 
being a primary school teacher, 
have given her the perfect tools. 

“I have always adored creating 
inspiring environments in which 
little ones can flourish,” Hazel 
continued. “I have used fourteen 
years of teaching experience to 
create a safe space that will help 
children interact with all stages 
of the Early Years profile.”

Our aim is to 
be a hub for all 
the family and 
provide not 
just a lovely 
place to visit, 
but a support 
network for 
different 
elements of 
family life.
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The team is 
amazing; 
they are not 
your usual 
accountants. 
Instead of 
just being an 
adviser they 
act more like a 
partner within 
the business.

The Coop holds a full timetable 
of regular parent and toddler 
groups including cookery classes, 
forest schools, music and dance. 
It also offers holiday activities 
and parental support groups. 

Hazel said: “Our aim is to be a hub 
for all the family and provide not just 
a lovely place to visit, but a support 
network for different elements of 
family life. The café is pretty fabulous 
too! We are passionate about local 
produce and use it to make nutritious 
family friendly meals with a few 
treats thrown in too. Thursdays, 
for example, have now been 
renamed Doughnut Thursdays!”

Raised on a nearby farm that was 
owned by her parents, Hazel already 
had a lot of contacts locally within 
the farming community and had 
heard good things about Thorne 
Widgery. So when Thorne Widgery 
offered free Xero training four years 
ago, Hazel jumped at the chance to 
move the farm accounts to the online 
system. Upon opening The Coop, it 
seemed a natural step to do that too. 

“I’m a rather disorganised person 
and nervous about ‘messing 
it up,” admitted Hazel. “But 
Thorne Widgery have held my 
hand throughout the start-up 
process and I know they are 
always just at the end of the 
phone if I ever have a problem. 

“Although I had a small amount of 
background in book keeping from 
helping on my husband’s farm, 
there was still a lot more to learn 
about running a business,” Hazel 

explained. “With the many changes 
that have happened in accountancy 
in the last few years, it was clear 
that Thorne Widgery is well ahead of 
the game. The team’s support when 
using Xero has been very beneficial. 
I don’t have to constantly make trips 
to their offices if I have a problem. 
I can just call them up and solve 
things over the phone and what’s 
wonderful is that it’s all on my phone 
or iPad. With a new business and 
a young family of my own, time is 
not something I have in abundance. 
Being able to pull up Xero at any 
time, really helps me to keep on 
top things, and finally I’m coming 
to feel just a little more organised. 

“But it doesn’t just stop at Xero. 
Thorne Widgery have also helped 
me with other areas of my business. 
“They have also helped me to set up 
our till systems. They recommended 
iZettle to us, which fits nicely into 
Xero and is an intuitive system 
to use. It looks great on our Café 
counter too. Thorne Widgery are 
also helping us with our payroll, 
this again takes a weight off and 
I can focus on the wellbeing of 
my staff, knowing that they will be 
paid correctly at the end of the 
month. Having support like this 
is a huge weight off my mind.”

“The team is amazing; they are not 
your usual accountants. Instead 
of just being an adviser they act 
more like a partner within the 
business. It’s nice to have that 
support available at all times. They 
even just drop in from time to time 
to see how I am getting on.”

Hazel summed up Thorne Widgery’s 
services in three words: friendly, 
supportive and all-encompassing. 
“I really couldn’t ask more from the 
team. They are superb,” she added. 



CAP will need to be 
replaced after Brexit  
to protect the environment
Bodies safeguarding the environment 
and natural world have warned the 
Government that UK farming will need 
billions of pounds if commitments to 
tackle climate change and to protect 
the natural environment are to be met.

According to the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds (RSPB), 
the National Trust and the Wildlife 
Trust, the £3.2 billion spent across 
the UK on farm support and 
environmental payments under the 
EU system must be re-invested 
in helping farmers produce food 
in a way that helps nature.

The bodies have pointed out that 
the current EU-wide subsidy regime, 
which mainly pays farmers for the 
amount of land they have, will have 
to be replaced and they estimate 
that to pay for measures that support 
nature-friendly farming would cost at 
least £2.9 billion for all UK regions.

Farmers would need the money to pay 
for schemes to help boost farmland 
wildlife such as lapwings, hares and 
pollinating insects, and create and 
enhance habitats including wildflower 
meadows, peatland and woodlands.

In addition, they would need funding 
to protect soils, important for storing 
carbon, producing food and ensuring 
healthy natural systems, and cut 
emissions by restoring wetlands 
and planting trees and hedges.

According to the environmental 
organisations, to pay for all of this 
would require guaranteed funding for 
at least 10 years after the switch away 
from the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) system. As a spokeswoman 
for the RSPB said, in the face of 
climate and nature crises, every 
sector, including agriculture, must 
be supported to make the vital 
changes that are urgently needed.

A Defra spokeswoman said that 
when the UK has left the European 
Union, the Government will create 
an ambitious new system based on 
paying public money for public goods, 
which will help farmers become 
more profitable while sustaining 
the environment and tackling 
the effects of climate change.

To pay for 
measures that 
support nature-
friendly farming 
would cost at 
least £2.9 billion 
for all UK regions.

CAP replaced after Brexit
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Dairy industry could benefit 
from increase in ice cream 
parlours, research suggests
After years of fluctuating milk prices, 
a new study has found that the 
sudden increase in new dessert 
parlours across the UK could open 
new doors to the UK’s dairy industry.

According to analysts AHDB, 92 
new ice cream parlours opened in 
the UK in 2018, with an additional 
86 sites likely to open this year.

The drive for new ingredients and 
innovative products and a rising 
focus on local suppliers may mean 
that British dairy farmers could 
benefit from this new trend.

AHDB said changing consumer 
tastes showed that dessert 
venues were increasingly popular 
among young people and families, 
many of whom are drinking less 
alcohol and find new places to 
socialise other than a pub.

AHDB Analyst, Zoe Avison said: 
“We can see from this research that 
there is a real resurgence in dessert 
parlours as many people are looking 
to combine socialising with indulging.

“These findings contradict previous 
perceptions that consumers, 
especially younger people, are 
moving away from dairy, which 
is great news for the sector.

“As a result of this surge in 
popularity, these venues now 
offer a number of new and 
exciting opportunities for the 
dairy industry, with dairy featuring 
heavily on the menus.”

Farmland prices remain stable 
due to a decline in properties 
marketed. The amount of new 
farmland going up for sale in 
England is the lowest it has been 

in the last five years, during the 
first six months of the year.

According to new data from Strutt & 
Parker, the supply of new farmland 
is historically low at the moment with 
the first half of the year only seeing 
43,000 acres publicly launched.

The biggest decline in land 
becoming available for sale is in 
the East Midlands which has seen 
only ten farms publicly marketed 
so far this year, almost half the 
amount typically recorded.

There is a  
real resurgence 
in dessert 
parlours as 
many people 
are looking 
to combine 
socialising  
with indulging.

The report also found that supply 
is also below average in the East 
of England, West Midlands and 
Yorkshire and Humber. The effect of 
this has been that land prices have 
remained fairly stable in these areas.

Strutt & Parker’s head of farm 
agency, Michael Fiddes said: “The 
fall is not unexpected as landowners 
who have a choice about when to 
sell are holding back until there 
is greater economic certainty.

“This is something we have seen 
during previous rounds of CAP 
reform, where uncertainty about 
agricultural policy has led to a fall in 
the amount of land being marketed,”

He added that the lower number 
of sales meant that the average 
value for arable land remained 
consistent at £9,100/acre.

Mr Fiddes said: “Overall, farms and 
estates where there is potential to 
generate mixed revenue streams, 
combining residential, commercial 
and agricultural enterprises, are 
tending to attract strong interest, 
as are best-in-class farms 
where there is a neighbouring 
farmer looking to expand.

“Location remains critical, but 
buyers are also placing greater 
emphasis on the quality of the 
holding than perhaps they were 
three or four years ago.



Public money for public goods
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‘Public money for public 
goods’ is supported by 
half of English farmers
Research by the Wildlife and 
Countryside Link – the biggest 
environmental and animal welfare 
coalition in England – has found 
that 50 per cent of farmers support 
the idea of ‘public money for public 
goods’ proposed in the Government’s 
post-Brexit agricultural policy.

The study showed that farmers 
understand the requirements 
to give something back in order 
to receive public funding and 
that the environment needed 
to be prioritised post-Brexit.

A further third said that they neither 
supported nor disagreed with the 
proposed approach to agricultural 
policy, while only one if five 
disagreed. Digging down deeper 
into the figures, younger members 
of the farming community were 
more supportive with 56 per cent in 
favour and only 15 per cent against 
public money for public goods.

80 per cent 
believe the 
health of 
the natural 
environment 
is important.

The survey was conducted among 
500 farmers across England 
and showed that 80 per cent 
believe the health of the natural 
environment is important or very 
important to their business.

However, if farmers are to access 
funds under the newly proposed 
subsidy system big changes 
may need to be made, as a third 
of farmers are currently taking 
no environmental action to deal 
with problems on their farms.

Thankfully, 44 per cent are 
undertaking one or two environmental 
activities, while one in five is 
undertaking three or more.

Farmers clearly want to do more, 
but many cite an inability to access 
funding and the uncertainty of Brexit 
as the main obstacles to making 
further environmental improvements 
to their farming practices. 

Helen Chesshire, Chair of Wildlife 
and Countryside Link’s Agriculture 
Group said: “Farmers are key 
guardians of our environment, and 
this research shows they know 
it is vital to our farming future 
to prioritise fixing the natural 
resources which farms rely on.

“With more than double the number 
of farmers in favour of public 
money for public goods than are 
against it, this research is a clear 
vote from farmers for keeping a 
strong environmental focus in future 
farming policy and legislation.”
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Sale of 
second-
hand farm 
machinery 
is ‘buoyant’

The sale of second-hand farm 
equipment at auction continues 
to return good prices, according 
to auctioneers Fisher German.

They say that an auction provides 
an ‘excellent opportunity’ for 
farmers to achieve the maximum 
price for their machinery in 
the quickest time possible.

It has seen an increase in 
machinery coming to market, 
as many farmers retire from the 
profession or seek a restructure of 
their business in light of changes 
to the market and UK regulation.

Jack Healy of Fisher German 
told Farming UK that an on-site 
machinery auction was ‘quicker 
and simpler’ than a private sale, 
which appealed to farmers.

“Farm machinery auctions provide 
an opportunity to sell several items 
of unwanted and surplus equipment 
in one fell swoop,” he said.

 “High prices for brand new 
machinery have meant that 
second-hand machinery auctions 
are more popular than ever for 
buyers, who are keen to find a 
rare bargain at auction rather than 
relying on machinery dealers.

“We strongly expect that farm 
machinery auctions will continue 
to realise strong sale prices in 
the short to medium-term.”

Not enough 
foreign workers 
for the harvest
Farmers preparing for next year’s harvests are concerned that when 
freedom of movement stops after Brexit, there will be a shortage in 
the already dwindling numbers of workers available to pick produce.

UK fruit and vegetable producers need between 60,000 and 70,000 
seasonal workers every year, but since the Brexit referendum in 
2016, farm businesses have had to increase wages and spend more 
on recruitment and retention to get the numbers they need. The UK 
competes for seasonal workers with other European countries and the 
fall in the value of Sterling means that these workers could earn less 
if they come to work in the UK. This has led to warnings from industry 
groups such as the National Farmers Union (NFU), which have said that 
harvests could be left to rot if the labour is not there to pick the produce.

Contact Us
01432 276 393 
info@thornewidgery.co.uk

Not enough foreign workers 
thornewidgery.co.uk 13

Experts predict that farmers 
will also find it difficult to fill 
jobs with British workers.
Farmers have been left confused by the Government’s recent 
announcement that freedom of movement for EU nationals will end 
on 31 October in the event of a no-deal Brexit, and the uncertainty of 
what will happen has made it harder for farmers to convince seasonal 
workers currently in the UK to come back for the next picking season.

Experts predict that farmers will also find it difficult to fill jobs with 
British workers, as the jobs are temporary and require long hours 
on only the national minimum wage, which is £8.21 per hour, plus 
performance-related bonuses. The pay and conditions currently 
mean that the majority of seasonal workers come from Eastern 
Europe, mainly from Romania and Bulgaria, with labour from 
these two countries making up two-thirds of the workforce.

As a spokeswoman for one recruitment company that specialises 
in seasonal labour commented, it is getting harder each year to 
recruit, and there are already concerns over where farmers will 
find the 1,000 workers needed to harvest daffodils in January.
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MTD for VAT filing 
deadline missed by  
one in ten businesses
HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) 
has reassured the 120,000 
businesses that failed to meet the 
7 August deadline for Making Tax 
Digital (MTD) for VAT that the tax 
authority will not be issuing fines 
to them for missing the date.

Under MTD, all businesses with a 
turnover of £85,000 or more must 
keep computer-based records 
and file their VAT return using 
HMRC-compliant software.

The latest figures suggest that around 
one in four firms failed to meet the 
deadline, meaning that the taxman 
could have issued tens of millions 
of pounds in fines, which could be 
between £100 and £400, depending 
on the turnover of the business.

However, HMRC has said that it 
will adopt a ‘light touch’ approach 
to penalties in the first instance 
and, according to officials, the 
organisation is also giving leeway 
to businesses because of the 
possibility of a no-deal Brexit.

Although the taxman is showing 
leniency now, it has been clear that 
late filings will be punishable with 
fines after the ‘soft landing’ period 
ends in April 2020, even though 
recent research has found that the 
majority of business owners say 
they feel unprepared for MTD.

Only 12 
per cent of 
business 
owners said 
they were 
‘very 
prepared’ 
for MTD
The research, conducted by 
YouGov, found that only 12 per 
cent of business owners said they 
were ‘very prepared’ for MTD, and 
28 per cent of small firms said 
they were worried about the costs 
of ensuring compliance. More 
worryingly, 12 per cent of those 
polled said they had not even 
heard of MTD, despite the August 
deadline, which has now passed.

If you are struggling to get to grips 
with the new MTD regime, please 
contact us now to find out how we 
can help your business meet the 
new digital reporting requirements.
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Join us at the 
10th annual 
Rural Hub 
Advice Day
A team of specialists from 
Thorne Widgery will, once 
again, be attending this year’s 
Herefordshire Rural Hub Advice 
Day on Wednesday 20 November, 
to provide free advice to the 
region’s rural business owners.

The annual drop-in event is being 
held at the Three Counties Hotel in 
Belmont Road, Hereford, from 12 
noon until 6pm and is free to attend.

The Thorne Widgery team will be 
providing advice on a range of 
topics including support to help 
you get to grips with your Xero 
Cloud Accounting package.

1

2

3

Come along for practical 
help and advice if:

 You have only just started 
 using Xero for Making VAT Digital, 
 and have some basic questions 

 You have been using Xero 
 for a while and want to find out 
 how to make better use of them

 You are thinking of  
 using Xero in the future

A number of one-to-one sessions 
with our experts are available. They 
can be booked in advance by visiting 
bookings@herefordshireruralhub.
co.uk or on a first come, first served 
basis on the day if there is space.

Thorne Widgery’s Director, Kevin 
Tong, who is part of the team 
attending the Advice Day, said: “Last 
year’s event was really well attended 
and those that came definitely 
left with some useful insight from 
us and the other businesses 
that supported this event. 

“As a firm we have spent more 
than seven decades working with 
farmers and rural businesses 
and have a good understanding 
of their requirements. This deep 
understanding of the industry allows 
us to provide tailored support to a 
diverse range of companies and 
individuals so that they are able to 
focus on running their business

“The Herefordshire Rural Hub 
Advice Day is a fantastic opportunity 
to pick up plenty of free tips and 
useful information and we are very 
much looking forward to providing 
even more rural businesses 
with practical, relevant advice 
which will help them run their 
businesses more efficiently.”

For more information on the 
Herefordshire Rural Hub Advice 
Day is available from their 
website: herefordshireruralhub.
co.uk/whats-on/herefordshire-
rural-business-advice-day-2019/

Farm Herefordshire 
needs your views on 
challenges of meeting 
phosphate targets

The Farm Herefordshire initiative 
has been running for a number of 
years with the aim of promoting 
good practice, training and advice 
to farmers. The key aim is to help 
farmers reduce diffuse pollution 
in the River Wye catchment. This 
is because Herefordshire faces a 
number of challenges in meeting 
the phosphate targets of the River 

Wye’s special area of conservation. 
All industries, including agriculture, 
are expected to reduce their 
contributions proportionally and 
Farm Herefordshire was established 
to support farmers in doing this. 

It is supported by a group of 
organisations including the NFU 
that have formed a collaborative 
partnership to support farming in 
Herefordshire. In order to gather 
further information on land practices 
in Herefordshire an evaluation of 
the initiative is being carried out 
by the Brightspace Foundation. 

The purpose of the Farm 
Herefordshire evaluation is to identify 
levels of knowledge about soil and 
water quality in Herefordshire and 
learn about any positive land-use 
activities that have been carried 
out locally. They are especially 
interested in gaining the views of 
farmers and land use managers. 

The survey only takes a few minutes 
to complete and is available on the 
Herefordshire Rural Hub at: https://
herefordshireruralhub.co.uk/farm-
herefordshire-evaluation-survey/ 
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The content of this newsletter is for general information 
only. It should not be relied on and action should 
not be taken without appropriate professional 
advice. Please contact us directly for guidance. 

Disclaimer – The information contained in this newsletter 
should not be acted on without full professional advice 
on individual circumstances. Accordingly, no liability 
or responsibility for loss or damage can be accepted 
by Thorne Widgery Accountancy Ltd professionals, 
any authorised distributor, any contributors or the 
printers, as a result of any person or other body 
acting or refraining from acting on the published 
material. The editorial content should not be attributed 
to any business or organisations mentioned.
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has been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, 
Designs and Patents Act 1988, England. All rights are 
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transmitted in any form or by any means prior to written 
permission from Thorne Widgery Accountancy Ltd.


